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Environmental Crisis is a Theological Problem
It is true to say that environmental crisis is a theological problem, a problem coming from views of God and ourselves that permit destructive, unjust means. Such a statement acts as a challenge to the Christians and the traditions to have an open mind and appraise the virtue of humility towards their environment. Even if one is not a Christian, they usually have an understanding that the earliest relationship between humanity and nature has a theological base and a religious foundation. Various religions recognize the theological base relationship between humankind and nature. Regarding the monotheistic faiths, humanity is the center of the world. On the other hand, from the Christian knowledge, God created man and placed him on earth to be in control of nature and rule over it in general. According to polytheists, they take humankind as a product of nature, but other ‘primitive' religions consider humanity as one form of life of nature among others. From the above illustration, it is clearly evident that different theological worldviews gave place great concern on the issue of environmental crisis.
In theological terms, both nature and man share the same religious foundation where God is the creator of both. However, humanity positioned as the center of God and the world. Humanity as the center of the world and God, the man, was given the responsibility to take care after the creation. God's creation includes various aspects of human life which include the environment. Since all the creation under the sun forms a central discipline, then life becomes a currency of each human being. Therefore, the vast relationship between man and nature should be given much consideration as far as the need to solve the environmental crisis is concerned.
Again, from McFague statement that environmental crisis is a theological problem, a problem coming from views of God and ourselves that permit destructive, unjust actions tend to bring the notion that humankind should be entirely comfortable with the crucial heritage provided by nature. Such a thought is also critical as it drives people to support the protection of the environment both positively and supportively. Therefore, every Christian must encourage people to have a caring control over the environment through informing, allowing and inspiring them to improve their quality of life without degrading the environment at hand. Consequently, instead of Christians claiming that the church is in heaven, they should bring it back to earth since church should be naturally ecological.
[bookmark: _GoBack]McFague also tried to justify the statement by bringing in the reasoning that Christ is life and thus he is the source of life for all creation. Since Christ is life and life is the actual quality of real existence in the kingdom of God, then there can be no life without Christ. The life that McFague talked about in Christ found in his creation is so unfortunate that despite Christ efforts to bring everlasting life in it, people with evil intentions work hard to destroy the value and the existence of the environment. Therefore, it is high time for people to realize that life found in the environment is sacred and human beings need to re-examine their behaviors towards environmental conservation. Taking care of the creation means that people have some respect for God to take care of the environment since for sure, he never permitted them to destroy the environment. At last, taking care of the creation will help humankind to solve the environmental crisis which has become a haunting menace.
On the contrary, the McFague argument of conserving and protecting the environment to solve the existing crisis borrows a leaf from the parable of the mustard seed where God transferred the responsibility of taking care of the creation to man. However, later in the same chapter of Mark the ‘young rich man’ became irresponsible through his behavior much concentrating on his daily activities and not putting God first. God ended up punishing him since his behavior revealed having no concern to protect the environment. Hence, from the story of the ‘young rich man,' it is clear that every human being has the responsibility to conserve the environment if they desire to live an abundant life which is the main God's vision.
In McFague argument he poses a challenge to the theologians to ensure that Christians and the entire humankind are consciences about environmental concerns. Again, theologians must dedicate their lives to playing the vital socio-economic and ecological role towards enhancing the lives of human beings through offering ecological ethics reforms. Also, through Christians taking environmental concerns shows that they are following the prophetic voice via the church to protect the environment through any means possible and their interests are in line with the gospel-based living. Also, she offers a stun warning against the pollution of the atmosphere, soil and water only for the benefit of the humankind and hence all Christian faiths should be at the forefront to appraise the same.
Finally, McFague outlines her reasoning through the statement “The environmental crisis is a theological problem, a problem coming from views of God and ourselves that permit destructive, unjust actions?” by posing a warning of the destructive marriage that Christians have indulged in which is science and technology. With science and technology in place, Christians believe that environment is there to serve and save the man. Hence Christians end up exploiting the environment which is against the biblical teachings from the book of Hebrews. He thus gives a challenge that humankind will continue experiencing environmental crisis until the time they realize that nature is not there to save and serve then through exploitative ways but through ways that aim at conserving it. The whole argument of the essay elaborates the McFague theological reasoning as long as human beings want to fight the menace of environmental crisis to live in a conducive and caring environment.
